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[Part 2 – continued from Part 1] 
 
Membership 

Membership in the Air Force Academy Quarterback Club is 
open to all who wish to support the Air Force Academy and 
the Intercollegiate Athletic program.  Its members include a 
diverse and eclectic collection of AFA graduates, parents of 
cadets and graduates, business leaders in the metro Denver 
area, corporate sponsors, active and retired military, and 
anyone who enjoys Air Force Academy sports. Members 
promote the values of the Air Force Academy while 
participating in the excitement of its accomplishments.  

Activities:  Luncheons 

Throughout the year, and especially during football season, 
the members meet for lunch, usually on Thursdays, at Valley 
Country Club in Aurora, CO.  Speakers include Air Force 
Academy leaders, Coaches, local sports media, and other 
distinguished speakers with interesting things to say. 
Luncheons feature a social hour, door prizes, a wonderful 
meal, and featured talks.  Details can be found on the 
website:  www.afaqbc.org 

Highlights from several of many memorable speakers 

From 1984-2006, Fisher DeBerry was a frequent speaker at 
QBC luncheons.  He got everyone’s attention by yelling 
“How Bout Dem Falcons!”  You never knew what you’d learn 



from the stories Fisher told – here’s the one about the turtle 
on a post: When you’re driving down the road and see a 
turtle on a post, you know he didn’t get there by himself – he 
got there with some help – he gets up with help, he gets 
down with help. 

As a frequent Events Manager for AFA athletic events, Pam 
Bone – a past QBC President – was, and still is, an avid 
supporter of the Academy Military Working Dog program.  
Their handlers spoke at a luncheon and brought a few of 
their dogs.  Imagine flying in from California to visit your 
sister, attending a QBC luncheon, just sitting there watching 
the military dogs, when one of the dogs alerts on you!  To 
have a little fun, the dog handlers planted a drug pack under 
your chair.  It was a little unsettling, but it made the point! 

Kevin Cook, a sportscaster from Denver Channel 9, spoke at 
a luncheon.  Three weeks prior to the luncheon, he attended 
a very close, lifelong friend’s wedding.  Before the luncheon, 
his friend was killed in a car crash.  His comments at the 
luncheon:  You know, we’re all here for a very short period of 
time – we can talk about sports, academics, the Academy, 
the military – but the most important thing in our lives is our 
relationships – so what I have to say to you is don’t ever 
forget to tell somebody you care about them and you love 
them – and don’t ever make apologies for doing it. I woke up 
one morning and a friend for life was gone – I was never 
going to get to talk to him again.  This had a very profound 
impact on Club member, and later Club President, Timo 
Sullivan, ’72, at the time because his father had just recently 
passed away.   
 

A past two-time Club President, Jim McGorry, ’65, was on 
the first Wings of Blue parachute team in 1964.  He arranged 



for the Commander of the 98th Flying Training Squadron to 
speak on the Airmanship 490 free-fall jump training course.  
His comments:  Our objective was to get every cadet to do 5 
parachute jumps before graduation.  Cadets are wonderful 
people - they’re accomplished, have a lot of skills and 
confidence, but they all have fear, too.  Part of our mission 
was to challenge them to move beyond what they think are 
their abilities – and the Airmanship program is the foremost 
example of this. Everybody is afraid to jump out of an 
airplane – its just natural – some want to try it, but most 
people are absolutely frightened by it – we put them in that 
program to teach an attribute of leadership: pushing through 
a fear to discover that you’re capable of far more than you 
thought you were. 
 
Activities:  Contributions 

 

 

 

 

Contrary to popular belief, no tax dollars are appropriated to 
sustain intercollegiate sports at the Air Force Academy.  The 
Quarterback Club contributes the Outstanding Football 
Player of the Year Award, supports the football team’s end-
of-season dinner banquet, and also supports the Athletic 
Department with occasional donations for special purposes. 
The Club financed the formation of the AFA Athletic 

1983:	  Coach	  Ken	  Hatfield	  &	  QBC	  Pres	  Maury	  
Werness	  present	  MVP	  Award	  	  

to	  QB	  Marty	  Louthan	  

1985:	  	  Club	  Pres	  Jay	  Miller	  and	  Coach	  
Fisher	  DeBerry	  present	  MVP	  Award	  

to	  QB	  Bart	  Weiss	  



Foundation, a 501(c)(3) corporation, staffing that 
organization’s officer positions for several years, as the 
Foundation raised over $250,000 for the AFA Athletic 
Department.  

Our Club has provided contributions for special AFA needs: 

• Co-funded construction of a trophy case to display the 
Commander-in-Chief Trophy 

• Contributed funding towards the new Academy Athletic 
Hall of Fame 

• Contributed to the purchase of a new uniform for “The 
Bird,” the Coach’s TV show, expansion of the press 
box at Falcon Stadium, Mountain West Conference 
Banners for the weight-lifting room, and caricatures of 
each football player receiving All-Conference 
recognition 

• Funded honorariums to the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes on behalf of Coach DeBerry 

 
New members are always welcome 
 
If you would like to be a part of this special Club, living the 
values of the Air Force Academy and the US military, join the 
Club and enjoy the luncheons and the fellowship during the 
upcoming Fall football season. 
 
For details on the Club and becoming a member, visit 
www.afaqbc.org 
 
The Quarterback Club extends a special thanks to the 
following people for their contributions on this article:  Ted 
Beatty, Winetta Mahaffey, Timo Sullivan ‘72, and Pam & 
Gary Bone ‘69. 


